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STATE  HIDE  MEETING  NIGHTS 


ALLIANCE  -  Sandhills  Coin  Club,  2nd  Wednesday,  Alliance  City 
Library,  520  Box  Butte  Ave.,  7:30  PM 

FREMONT  -  Fremont  Coin  Club,  3rd  Saturday,  Nebraska  Softball 
Hall  of  Fame  Building,  ALCO  Plaza,  Highway  30,  7:30  PM 

GRAND  ISLAND  -  Grand  Island  Coin  Club,  1st  Monday,  Blue  Flame 
Room,  Gas  Company 

LINCOLN  -  Lincoln  Coin  Club,  2nd  Thursday,  ISCO  Building,  531 
Westgate  Blvd.,  7:30  PM 

NEBRASKA  CITY  -  Nebraska  City  Coin  Club,  no  regular  scheduled 
meeting 

NORTH  PLATTE  -  Platte  Valley  Coin  Club,  3rd  Tuesday,  Community 
Room,  Gas  Company 

OMAHA  -  Omaha  Coin  Club,  3rd  Friday,  Commercial  Federal  Savings, 
96th  &  "L"  Streets,  7:30  PM 

OMAHA  -  SAC/Midwest  Coin  Club,  1st  Tuesday,  Commercial  Federal 
Savings,  96th  &  "L"  Streets,  7:30  PM 

SCOTTSBLUFF  -  Oregon  Trail  Coin  Club,  2nd  Wednesday,  Me  Donald's 
Offices,  511  West  27th,  7:30  PM 

WAHOO  -  Wahoo  Coin  Club,  1st  Saturday,  Wahoo  High  School,  8:00  PM 
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NEWSLETTER 

The  Nebraska  NEWSLETTER  is  the  non  profit  publication  of  the  Nebraska 
Numismatic  Association.  Articles  are  solely  the  views  of  the  authors. 
Your  questions,  suggestions  and  articles  or  advertising  are  avidly 
solicited. 

N.N.A.  Editor:  Steven  C.  Drake 
6411  No.  77  St. 

Omaha,  NE  68134 

News  Letter  Advertising 

The  newsletter's  advertisements  are  not  just  limited  to  coin  related 
advertisements.  If  you  have  a  business  or  just  want  to  put  your  name 
in  the  newsletter  as  a  booster,  you  are  welcome  to  do  so.  Please 
provide  ready  made  copies,  since  we  are  very  limited  in  doing  art 
work.  There  is  a  25?S  discount  if  you  advertise  in  four  consecutive 
issues. 
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Oct. 
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Election  Results 


President:  Clifford  A  Reed  —  43  votes 

1st  Vice-President:  James  McKee  —  51  votes 

2nd  Vice-Presidnet:  John  Veach  —  26  votes 

Thomas  Hammond  —  20  votes 

Sec.  Treasurer:  Elmer  G.  Nelson  —  41  votes 
Clark  Will  —  7  votes 


John  Veach  was  presented  a  Life  Member  from  Bob  Missel  for 
signing  up  the  most  new  members. 


A  motion  was  passed  were  local  coin  clubs  of  the  state  could 
purchase  past  president  plaques  for  the  N.N.A. 


Exhibit  Awards 
U.8.  Coins 

1st  -  Types  of  Liberty  Designs,  John  Brabec 
2nd  -  Poor  Man's  Type  Set,  David  Edwards 
3rd  -  20th  Century  Type  Set,  John  Veach 

Foreign 

1st  -  Coins  of  India,  Ray  Skinner 

Paper  Money 

1st  -  Omaha  City  Notes,  Steven  C.  Drake 

2nd  -  A  Ten  Cent  Fractional  Note,  Kristine  Drake 

3rd  -  Currency  of  Days  Gone  By,  E.C.  Brodd 

Tokens,  Medals,  and  Misc. 

1st  -  Plugged  Nickels,  Don  Hespe 

2nd  -  Modern  Commerative  Dollars,  John  Veach 

3rd  -  Nebraska  Elongated  Coins,  Donald  Thibodeau 

Young  Niunismatist 
1st  -  U.S.  Small  Cents,  Jim  Meyers 

2nd  -  Coinfusion/Liberty,  Lance  &  Rhiannian  Wagner 
MOST  EDUCATIONAL  EXHIBIT:  Plugged  Nickels,  Don  Hespe 
BEST  OP  SHOW  YN:  20th  Century  Dollars,  Kristine  Drake 
BEST  OF  SHOW;  Type  Set  of  Charles  I  Schillings,  Hank  Jungbluth 
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818  North  Cascade  Avenue 
Colorado  Springs.  CO  80903-327*^ 
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tAX 


TO; 

ANA  Member 

FROM: 

James  Taylor, 

RE: 

A  Daily  Radio 

DATE: 

May  1992 

Director  of  Eciucational  Services 
Program  on  Coins 


Hie  coin  collecting  hobby  needs  your  help. 

Starting  October  5,  there  will  be  a  daily  radio  program — 2  1/2  minutes 
long — about  numisnatics .  The  show,  called  "Money  Talks,"  will  be  carried  by 
389  Nationad  Public  Radio  and  85  Business  Radio  Network  stations. 

We  are  paying  professional  writers  for  all  260  scripts,  and  our  editor  has  13 
years  experience  as  an  editor  for  CBS  radio. 

The  show  is  aimed  toward  the  general  public  and  will  foetus  on  the  lore  of 
numismatics.  Each  show  is  based  upon  an  intriguing  or  amazing  fact  that 
listeners  will  be  certain  to  remember.  Free  transcripts  will  be  available  to 
listeners  who  request  them.  According  to  Donn  Pearlman,  an  announcer  for  CBS 
Radio,  we  have  the  capability  of  reaching  several  million  listeners  each  week. 

For  those  stations  unable  to  pick  up  the  program's  satellite  transmission, 
cassette  tapes  can  be  sent  directly  bo  thiOT.  Programs  for  an  entire  month 
would  be  a\^Lilable  on  one  60-minute  tape.  The  cost,  including  postage,  is 
$5.50  per  month.  If  the  station  can  pick  up  the  satellite  transmission,  there 
is  no  cost. 

Would  your  business  be  willing  to  contact  a  prestigious  local  radio  station 
with  a  high  listenership  and  urge  them  to  carry  the  show?  Secondly,  could  you 
initially  underwrite  the  $5. 50/month  cost  of  the  tape?  This  would  eliminate 
any  expense  for  the  station.  Perhaps  this  could  le^  to  a  relationship  between 
your  club  and  the  station  which  might  prove  beneficial. 

A  14-minute  "demo-prono"  tape  of  our  first  six  shows  is  available  for  you  to 
give  to  interested  station  managers.  Please  call  or  write,  and  I  will  send  it 
to  ycu  iitmediately. 

If  you  are  interested,  you  will  need  to  move  quickly  since  station  itanagers 
will  be  planning  their  fall  schedules  soon. 

Your  questions  and  comments  would  be  appreciated — please  call  or  write  me  for 
more  information.  And,  thanks  for  any  help  or  support  you  can  provide. 
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SANDHILLS  COIN  CLUB 

ANNOUNCES  fTS 

ANNUAL  HERITAGE  DAYS 

COIN  &  CARD 
SHOW 

SATURDAY,  JULY  10:00  A.M.  To  6:00  P.M 

SUNDAY  JULY  (9,  ....  10:00  A.M.  To  4:00  P.M 

Cards  and  Collectibles 


ELKS  CLUB  BALLROOM 
417  Box  Butte  Avenue 
Alliance,  Nebraska 


Club  Meets  2nd  Wednesday 
Of  Every  Month  At  The 
Alliance  City  Library 


BUY-SELL-TRADE 
SPORTS  CARDS 
& 

OTHER  COLLECTIBLES 
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Not  Responsible  For 
Accidents  or  Losses 


Dealer  Inquiries 
Invited 


CONTACT: 

Bill  Stout  (308) -762-2782 
Phil  Schweitzer  (308) -762-4552 


WRITE  TO; 

SANDHILLS  COIN  aUB 
P.  0.  Box  172 
Allitnct,  NebrisLi  69301 


COIN  &  STAMP 
SHOW  AT 

SALINA,  KANSAS 

VFW  -  1108  West  Crawford 
SPONSORED  BY  THE  SALINA  COIN  CLUB 

OCT.  10  &  11 

Saturday  Show  9  -  6  Sunday  Show  9-4 

FOOD  -  FREE  PARKING  -  ARMED  GUARDS 
BUY  -  SELL  -  TRADE  -  SHOW 

FREE  ADMISSION 

NO  CHILDREN  UNDER  12  UNLESS  ACCOMPANIED  BY  PARENT  OR  GUARDIAN 

8'  Tables  arc  $50.00  each  for  botli  days  Back  up  tables  will  be  Included  50  tables  available.  Dealers  set  up 
Friday,  Oct.  9th  from  4  p  in  to  10  p  ni  .  Saturday  after  7  am.  Sallna  Coin  Club  &  VFW  not  responsible  for  thefts 
or  accidents.  Dealers  will  be  rcqulrcrl  to  keep  tables  uncovered  and  oircn  for  scllling  during  show  hours. 

RESERVATION  DEADLINE  SEPT.  15,  1992 

RECIEVE  10%  DISCOUNT  FOR  TABLES  PAID  IN  FULL  PRIOR  TO  SEPT.  1,  1992 
RESERVATIONS  MUST  BE  ACCOMPANIED  BY  PAYMENT  OR  MIN.  DEP.  OF  $25.00 


Send  check  with  reservallonB  to; 
Sallna  Coin  Club 
Box  1 1 1  1 

Sallna,  Kansas  67402 
913-827-3765 
If  no  answer  call; 

913  827-9766 


RESERVATIONS 

Number  of  Tables  _ _ _ Amount  Enclosed _ 

Hems  to  be  sold _ _ 


Name  _  _ _ _  _  _ 

Address  _  Phone  Number 
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Jul . 

18-19 

Sandhills  Coin  Club,  Annual  Coin  Show,  Elks  Club 
Ballroom,  417  Box  Butte  Ave. ,  Alliance,  NE. 

Aug. 

12-16 

American  Numismatic  Association,  Annual  Convention, 
Orange  County  Convention/Civic  Center,  Orlando,  FL. 

Sep. 

5-6 

ATCO  10th  Annual  National  Token  and  Medal  Show, 
hosted  by  the  Omaha  Coin  Club,  Holiday  Inn's  Ford 
Hall,  1-80  &  72nd  St.,  Omaha,  NE. 

Sep. 

8-10 

Central  States  Numismatic  Society,  Fall  Convention, 
Cincinnati,  OH. 

Oct. 

3-4 

Omaha  Coin  Club,  33rd  Annual  Show,  Western  Heritage 
Museum,  801  So.  10th  St.,  Omaha,  NE. 

Oct. 

10-11 

Salina  Coin  Club,  Annual  Coin  Show,  VFW,  1108  West 
Crawford,  Salina,  KS . 

Oct. 

25 

Wahoo  Coin  Club,  Annual  Coin  Show,  Saunders  County 
Fairgrounds,  635  E.  1st,  Wahoo,  NE. 

***************************************************************** 

FUTURE  NEBRASKA  NUMISMATIC  ASSOCIATION  CONVENTIONS 


1993  . Scottsbluff,  hosted  by  the  Oregon  Trail  Coin  Club 

1994  . Lincoln,  hosted  by  the  Lincoln  Coin  Club 


***************************************************************** 


Numismatic  News  is  first  rate 


Chech  or  money  order  to  Nymijmeiic  Ne  ws,  Circoietion  Dept  GNO.  700  E  State  St .  loia  wi  54990 
MasterCard  or  VISA  customers  call  toll-free  800-258-0929,  Dept  GNO,  6:30  am-8  pm, 
Mon.-Fri.,  8  am-2  pm,  Sat.,  CDT 
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OMAHA  COIN  CLUB 

HOSTS 

10th  annual 

ATCO 

Active  Token  Collectors  Organization 

NATIONAL  TOKEN  AND 
MEDAL  SHOW 

Holiday  Inn's  Ford  Hall  I-80  &  72nd  STREET 
OMAHA.  NEBRASKA 

SATURDAY  September  5, 1 992  9  am  to  6  pm 

SUNDAY  September  6, 1 992  9  am  to  4  pm 

BUY  •  SELL  •  TRADE 
TOKEIVS  •  MEDALS  •  MORE 


Show  Information: 
Steven  C.  Drake 
c/o  Omaha  Coin  Club 
RO.  Box  1003 
Omaha,  NE  68101-1003 
(402)  571-5421 

FREE  ADMISSION 


Room  Information: 
Holiday  Convention  Centre 
Phone:  (402)  397-7011 
Fax:  (402)  393-8718 


OPEN  TO  THE  PUBLIC 


The  Riddle  of 
the  Nebraska  Lesher 

The  contradictory  information  available  about  the  J.E. 
Nelson  &  Company  Lesher  dollar  does  little  to  clarify 
the  mystery  of  its  issuance. 

by  Charles  A.  Stowers 
ANA  1  10586 

VICTOR.  Colorado.  November  1900.  On  three  con¬ 
secutive  days— 1 3,  14  and  1 5— Joseph  Lesher  makes  the 
front  page  of  the  town’s  Daily  Record.  A  local  miner,  real 
estate  investor  and  entrepreneur,  Lesher  has  come  up 
with  a  plan  to  mint  and  issue  a  silver,  octagonal  piece  in¬ 
scribed  “Jos.  Lesher  Referendum  Souvenir”  (later,  “Jos.  Lesher  Referen¬ 
dum  Silver  Souvenir  Medal”— he  apparently  hoped  to  cover  all  bases  with 
the  latter  title). 

Lesher,  an  advocate  of  the  free  coinage  of  silver,  hoped  that  his  idea 
would  not  only  promote  the  increased  mining  of  silver,  but  would  also  en¬ 
courage  the  redemption  of  his  medals  as  a  medium  of  exchange  for  goods 
at  the  businesses  advenised  on  them. 

As  far  as  we  know,  all  the  businesses  and  merchants  that  used  Lesher’s 
medals  were  situated  in  Colorado— save  one,  J.E.  Nelson  and  Company 
of  Holdrege,  Nebraska.  The  Nelson  piece  has  always  been  considered  rare. 
Hibler  and  Kappen,  in  their  1963  book,  So-Called  Dollars,  categorize  the 
piece  (#1018)  as  Rarity  8  (only  3  known).  Fifteen  years  after  this  reference 
was  published,  Adna  G.  Wilde  Jr.,  in  an  article  in  The  Numismatist,  esti¬ 
mated  a  total  of  50  pieces,  of  which  six  were  accounted  for. 

The  Nelson  Lesher  is  a  variety  of  the  “imprint  type,"  that  is,  a  space 
was  left  open  for  the  imprinting  of  a- merchant’s  name.  This  type  and  its 
varieties  are  relegated  to  the  issues  of.  1901.  Aside  from  the  date  promi¬ 
nently  displayed  on  the  reverse,  other  identifying  characteristics  of  the  Nel¬ 
son  Lesfier  arc  its  weight  (the  same  as  a  standard  silver  dollar,  4 1 2  '/j  grains) 
and  size  (35mm).  All  1901  Lesher  dollars  arc  smaller  than  those  dated 
1900.  The  Nelson  piece  is  listed  by  Wilde  (and  by  Zerbe  in  the  American 
Journal  of  Numismatics)  as  Variety  1 3. 

According  to  Dr.  Phillip  W.  Whiteley,  an  expen  on  Lesher  pieces,  the 
Nelson  variety  was  given  out  as  a  souvenir  by  the  Nelson  Clothing  Com- 
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1 1 11'.  ( iKANI)  ( )1'1NIN(  I  cfic'hration  .  started  .  .  . 
tliicf  (nil  w  eeks  kelore  tlie  Vdetoi  Daily  Record  aiinouneed 
Joseph  Lesher  s  Inst  issue  t)l  medals. 


host  hy  iioUjumU'il^ed  Iniiliii)'  ininiiirtietiin'rH  of 

the  United  SlntcH.  Our  Hiiowiii^  in  idl  d(‘piirtin(‘nt^ 
should  chiiin  the  ciiroini  iitlontion  of  (woryonc  w  ho  Iiiih 
these  goods  to  hoy. 

All  DeiMirtinonts  ore  filled  Ihll  with  the  latest  and 
most  fashionable  goods. 

OUR  PRICES 

Ar(‘ the  strong  inagnet  that  will  make  onr  New  .Store 
popular.  It  will  pay  you  to  (<ill  and  sea;  this  grainl 
sliowing  mad(‘ hy  ns.  We  shall  he  pleased  to  see  you 
Jind  <lelight<‘d  to  show  you  the  many  good  things  scat¬ 
tered  all  through  our  store. 


FREE!  FREE! 


To  All  Who  Visit  Our  l:torc. 


During  our  firand 
Opening  Days,  (-om- 
inenciiig  .Monday, 
October  ‘i'id,  and  to 
continue  om*  week. 
Handsome  .Sou\cnirs 
lot  he  Ladies,  ( iciit  le- 
incu.  Misses,  Voung 
Men  and  ('hiMrei*. 

( 'all  and  see  iis. 


.  .  .  I  HAVE  BEEN  unable  to  uncover  any  information  that 
would  explain  the  obvious  discrepancy.  .  .  .  Suffice  it  to 
say  that  more  work  in  this  area  is  needed. 


pany  during  the  grand  opening  of  its  new  quaners  in  the  Trammel  Block 
in  Holdrege.  Whiteley  confirmed  this  use  by  a  discussion  he  had  with  a 
former  employee  of  Nelson’s  store. 

So  what,  then,  is  the  riddle?  Put  briefly,  it  is  this— the  grand  opening 
celebration  of  the  Nelson  Clothing  Company  in  its  new  headquarters  in 
the  Trammel  Block  of  Holdrege,  Nebraska,  started  on  Oaober  22,  1900, 
three  full  weeks  before  the  Viaor  Daily  Record  announced  Joseph 
Lesher’s  first  issue  of  medals. 

Two  contemporary  newspapers  in  Holdrege  bear  this  fact  out.  An  ad- 
venisement  in  the  October  12  edition  of  the  Holdrege  Weekly  Progress 
states  that  "handsome  souvenirs  will  be  given  to  ladies,  gentlemen,  misses, 
young  men,  and  children.”  A  similar  advertisement  in  the  October  19  edi¬ 
tion  of  the  Holdrege  Citizen  proclaimed,  "Free!  Free!  To  All  Who  Visit 
Our  Store.  During  our  Grand  Opening  Days,  commencing  Monday,  Oc¬ 
tober  lid,  and  to  continue  one  week.  Handsome  Souvenirs  to  the  Ladies, 
Gentlemen,  Misses,  Young  Men  and  Children.” 

Commenting  on  the  success  of  the  grand  opening,  a  reporter  in  the  No¬ 
vember  2  edition  of  the  Weekly  Progress  enthused  over  the  event  and  wrote 
“Each  vbitor  was  presented  with  a  little  souvenir."  Several  other  advertise¬ 
ments  in  the  two  papers  preceding  the  opening  only  bolster  the  evidence, 
with  the  only  digression  being  a  reported  construction  delay  of  two  days— 
postponing  the  opening  to  Oaober  22. 

In  researching  this  article,  1  have  been  unable  to  uncover  any  informa¬ 
tion  that  would  explain  the  obvious  discrepancy  between  the  date  of  the 
Nelson  grand  opening  and  the  announcement  of  Lesher’s  dollar  in  Viaor. 
Suffice  it  to  say  that  more  work  in  this  area  is  needed. 

Nevertheless,  1  have  decided  to  share  the  information  already  accumu¬ 
lated  in  the  hopes  that  others  may  have  some  ideas  or  can  use  the  results 
of  my  research  for  their  own  investigations.  1  would  posit  three  scenarios 
for  consideration  by  would-be  researchers  as  staning  points  for  further 
study.  Each  is  intriguing  in  its  own  way; 

1)  Tl>c  Lesher  pieces  were  actually  used  for  another  grand  opening.  This 
is  a  possibility,  since  I  found  evidence  of  a  grand  opening  celebration  when 
the  Nelson  Clothing  Company  enlarged  its  Trammel  Block  quarters  in 
1903.  No  mention  is  maile  of  a  .souvenir  for  this  particular  event,  but  this 
does  suggest  a  cogent  c.xplanation. 

2)  llie  Lesher  pieces  were  not  the  souvenirs  reponedly  given  out  at  the 
grand  opening  of  the  Nelson  Clothing  Company  in  Oaober  1900. 
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Although  the  terms  "handsome  souvenirs"  and  "little  souvenirs,"  together 
with  the  fact  that  they  apparently  were  appropriate  for  young  and  old  of 
both  sexes,  suggest  something  like  a  medal,  coin  or  token,  I  have  found  no 
such  wording  in  advertisements  or  articles. 

3)  The  "J.E.  Nelson  &  Co.”  referred  to  on  the  Lesher  pieces  and  the 
Nelson  Clothing  Company  of  Holdrege,  Nebraska,  are  not  the  same  firm. 
(This  scenario  may  be  far-fetched,  but,  it  is.  nevenheless,  possible.)  Many 
people  in  Holdrege  at  that  time  were  named  Nelson,  and  more  than  one 
was  named  John.  (In  the  current  phone  book  for  Holdrege,  now  a  city  of 
about  6,000,  there  are  35  listings  for  Nelson.)  Could  this  be  a  case  of 
mistaken  identity  that  has  been  carried  down  through  the  years  by  several 
sources?  I  cannot  say,  but  I  wonder. 

I  regret  that  1  cannot  offer  the  classic  denouement  for  this  mystery— 
however,  1  promised  only  the  riddle.  • 
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APPLICATION  FOR  NEW  MEMBERS 

loiM  iHf  Monew  C/uh  in  AfnrriKj 


DWMC  DEDICATED  WOODEN  MONEY 

COLLECTORS 


Membership  Application  Month  _ Day  _ Year 

Name _ 

Adfliess _ 

City.  State.  Zip _ 

Birthday  _ Anniversary  _ 

Sponsor  t *  *^i!in"'i  PfC^  (Senelary  Use  Only)  No  _ 


ANNUAL  AND  LIFE  MEMBERSHIP  DUES  ARE  AS  FOLLOWS: 

□  U.S.  REGULAR  MEMBERSHIP . $5,00 

(After  July  1,  $2.50  -  free  after  Aug.  31  if  following  years  dues  of  $5  are  submitted  with  application) 

□  CANADIAN  REGULAR  MEMBERSHIP . $7.50 

□  ASSOCIATE  MEMBERSHIP . $2.50 

(living  at  same  address  as  paid  member) 

□  JUNIOR  MEMBERSHIP . $2.00 

(under  age  18  and  living  at  same  address  as  paid  member) 

□  JUNIOR  MEMBERSHIP . $3.00 

(under  age  18,  sponsored  by  a  member  but  living  at  a  separate  address) 

□  LIFE  MEMBERSHIP  (payable  in  a  dues  year) . $100.00 

Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  DWMC  and  mail  to  secretary:  Dan  W.  Scheid,  5214  North 

Autumn  Lane,  Me  Fartand,  Wl  53558-9664.  A  S.A.S.E.  with  payment  to  insure  prompt  return  of  DWMC 

membership  card  is  appreciated. 

(  )  CLUBS  &  BUSINESS . $5.00 


CUP  AND  SAVE  BOTTOM 


BENEFITS  OF  D.W.M.C.  MEMBERSHIP 


•  Eleven  issues  of  a  6-8  page  TIMBER  LINES  Newsletter  yearly  (monthly  except  August)  ■  a  place  to  write 
articles,  post  business  and  club  notices  to  be  printed,  where  you  can  send  to  for  woods,  and  learn  more 
about  wood  money  collecting. 


•  Camera  ready  ads  accepted  for  free  from  members  but  a  small  donation  ($1.0O-S2.00)  is  requested  to  help  pay 

for  increased  production  &  postage  costs.  Non-member  ads  are  charged  at  a  set  fee. _ 


•  Reduced  dues  for  junior  membership  are  available  for  juniors  (under  18)  living  in  same  household  as  a 
member  and  for  those  sponsored  by  any  member  but  living  at  a  separate  address. 


•  Annual  meeting  at  ANA  Convention. 


•  A  place  to  make  friends  with  fellow  collectors  and  learn  more  about  new  places  and  events. 
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